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SUBJ: SETTLEMENT IN FREEZING WORKERS DISPUTE 
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SUMMARY: NEW ZEALAND FREEZING WORKS RETURNED TO NORMAL 
OPERATIONS NOV 29 AND 30 AS EMPLOYERS ENDED THEIR LOCKOUT 
AND EREEZING/MEAT WORKERS UNIONS AGREED TO LIFT THEIR BAN 
ON MEAT EXPORTS. SUBSEQUENT NEGOTIATIONS DEC 1 RESULTED 
IN AGREEMENT ON NEW AWARD FOR WORKERS, INCLUDING EOUR 
PERCENT WAGE INCREASE. ISSUE OF WORKERS' TRAVEL ALLOWANCE, 
WHICH WAS AT HUB OF PREVIOUS NEGOTIATIONS BREAKDOWN, 
REEERRED TO COMMITTEE OF INQUIRY FOR DECISION. RAPID 
AWARD SETTLEMENT FOLLOWING RETURN TO WORK PROBABLY THE 
PRODUCT OF SERIOUS RIFT IN RANKS OF FREEZING/MEAT WORKERS. 

END SUMMARY. 

1 . THE SLAUGHTER OF NEW ZEALAND LAMB AND BEEF BEGAN 
TO RETURN TO NORMAL NOV 29 AND 30 AS FREEZING AND MEAT 
WORKERS AROUND THE COUNTRY LIFTED THEIR BAN ON MEAT EXPORTS 
AND EREEZING COMPANIES ENDED THEIR LOCKOUTS. RESUMPTION 
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DECISION BY GOVT CONCILIATOR THAT KILLING MUST 
RESUME WHILE NEGOTIATIONS PROCEEDED. 

2. AWARD NEGOTIATIONS HAD BEEN GOING ON BETWEEN FREEZING 
WORKERS AND COMPANIES EOR SEVERAL MONTHS BUT GROUND TO 
HALT NOV 9. THUS, AGREEMENT DEC 1, ALTER JUST EIGHT HOURS 
OE RESUMED DISCUSSIONS, CAME AS SOMETHING OE A SURPRISE. 
AWARD CALLS EOR LOUR PERCENT WAGE INCREASE (SUBJECT TO 
INDUSTRIAL COMMISSION APPROVAL) AND IMPROVEMENTS IN 
HOLIDAY, SICK LEAVE, SENIORITY AND OTHER ERINGE BENEFITS. 
AGREEMENT WAS NOT REACHED, HOWEVER, IN THE MOST CONTENTIOUS 
ISSUE IN THE DISPUTE, THE $1.50 PER DAY TRAVEL ALLOWANCE 
CLAIM. MATTER HAS BEEN REEERRED TO COMMITTEE OE INQUIRY 

SET UP BY MINISTER OE LABOR EOR A DECISION. 

3. COMMENT: THE RAPIDITY WITH WHICH AGREEMENT WAS 
REACHED AND THE EACT THAT CENTRAL ISSUE OE TRAVEL ALLOW- 
ANCE WAS SHUNTED ASIDE IN THE SETTLEMENT REELECT THE 
DEEP SPLIT WHICH APPEARED IN RANK AND FILE AND LEADER- 
SHIP OF FREEZING WORKERS AND MEAT WORKERS TOWARD END OE 
NEGOTIATIONS. ALTHOUGH UNION LEADERS CLAIMED SATISEACTION 
WITH AWARD, THE EACTS ARE THAT SETTLEMENT EOUND: 

A. AUCKLAND EREEZING WORKERS CHARGING SELL-OUT BY 
THEIR NATIONAL UNION, 

B. FREEZING WORKERS LEADERSHIP AND MEAT WORKDERS 
LEADERSHIP ENGAGED IN PERSONALITY SQUABBLE, AND 

C. THE PRECENDENT SETTING DAILY TRAVEL ALLOWANCE, 

IN WHICH THE UNIONS AND FEDERATION OE LABOUR HAD 
INVESTED CONSIDERABLE EFEORT, REFERRED TO A STUDY COMMITTEE 
WHOSE EINDINGS ARE CERTAIN TO BE UNEAVORABLE. UNION 
LEADERSHIP WILL BE HARD PRESSED TO PUT POSITIVE IMAGEON 

THE OUTCOME. 
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